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Istanbul Biennale 



“to place Istanbul on the world map as space where important 

art events take place, to exhibit new tendencies in art, to 

produce important curatorial discourses, to form new 

relationships between contemporary art and the city and to 

locate the local art scene within a global context.”



Beral Eczacıbaşı and Beral Madra: “in order to attract 
attention, the Biennial exhibitions were to be held at 
different centers throughout the city; historical buildings 
appealing to artists were to be selected; institutional and 
corporate support was to be generated; the Turkish art 
scene was to be represented by as many artists as 
possible; and the XX century of a country which had no 
contemporary art museum was to be emphasized”





Hagia Irene church 



Michelangelo Pistoletto, Quadri specchianti



Michelangelo Pistoletto, Venere degli stracci



Markus Lüpertz, Die Vertreibung aus dem Serail 



François Morellet







Sol Lewitt at Süleymaniye Cultural Centre 
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Daniel Buren



Curator: Vasıf Kortun 







Curator: René Block



“ORIENT/ATION was, of course, not meant 
to be a theme, but a leitmotiv. What interested 
me about the word “orientation” is 
geographical reference: the fact that the word 
‘to orient oneself’ in many European 
languages have their origin in the word 
“Orient”, is by no means a coincidence. 
We’ve never thought about it. I intended 
nothing else, other than to point out how 
much of our supposed Western culture had its 
origin in the Orient. Alexandria, Jerusalem, 
Byzantium, high cultures by which we still 
orient ourselves. And so, “Orient-ation” is 
meant to be a dynamic concept.”



“as both geographical and cultural entities—to say nothing of historical 

entities —such locales, regions, geographical sectors as "Orient" and 

"Occident" are man-made. Therefore, as much as the West itself, the Orient 

is an idea that has a history and a tradition of thought, imagery, and 

vocabulary that have given it reality and presence in and for the West. The 

two geographical entities thus support and to an extent reflect each other.”  

Edward Said, Orientalism.



Ilya Kabakov 
An 
extraordinary 
accident





Anish Kapoor  
1000 Names



Wael Shawky, The Cave



Adrian Villar-Rojas, The Most Beautiful of All Mothers, Biennial 2015





the abandoned house of Leon Trotsky











Biennial 16th 

open from 17 
September to 20 
November 2022 
the curator Bige 
Orer 



former 
Central 
Greek High 
School for 
Girls in 
Taksim



Marco Scotini and Can Altay, Disobedience Archive





The Çinili Hamam 



Renato Leotta 
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Tarek Atoui



Time/On Ground








